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Even though this is a traditionally quiet time as far as lobster fishing goes, a lot has been going on at your
Co-operative. I had the pleasure of visiting the Welshpool site recently and the progress being made is very
exciting. The extensive design process was followed by a significant amount of preliminary works, which
gave the impression that not much was happening. Now it is a different story! Each day there is visible
progress as things start to come together quickly. Added to that, some of the most important bits (the lobster
tanks) are being fabricated off site, so when they are all delivered, Welshpool will really look like a live lobster
facility. We will keep you updated.
Our Marketing and Business Development department is working very hard on our e-commerce initiatives
as well as the many other aspects of marketing your lobsters. The forty participants on the first Brolos China
trip were among the first to hear about the sorts of things that GFC is doing in the China market. All the
feedback that I received indicated that it was a fantastic trip. Trip two departed on Saturday 29th October
and those lucky people had yours truly as trip leader, ably assisted by Matt Harrison and Joanne He. We saw
many of the same things that the first group did, but we also visit Asia’s biggest Seafood Expo in Qingdao.
It was an absolutely brilliant trip that you will hear more about in this, and future, editions of the Catcher!
Below: Chairman John Ritchie, GFC’s Marketing team and the China Tour group, very proud in front of your
Co-op’s stand at the China Fisheries & Seafood Expo.
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Market Update

Around this time of year, you would normally be
receiving ballot papers in the mail to elect two board
members. You can stop looking in the letterbox.
At the close of the nomination period, only the
two retiring directors had nominated, so it is with
pleasure that I congratulate Darren Bailey and Kris
Carlberg, who have been elected unopposed for
three year terms. Your board is functioning very
well, and only a couple of months ago underwent
our second independent board evaluation. It was
nice to receive another pat on the back from the
reviewer, and confirmed that you can be confident
in the governance and direction your board delivers
to GFC.

The lead up to China’s National Day and Golden
Week in early October went as expected, with prices
gradually building, followed by an abrupt drop off
in demand as most of the nation went on holiday.
Mexican catches also peaked in early October,
putting downward pressure on the market. Mexican
supply is now slowing, and of course our own fishery
is at its lowest ebb in the lead up to the whites run,
and prices have rebounded accordingly. The general
outlook is positive over the coming days, at least
until supply starts to pick up later in the month.

Having said that, I’m always a little disappointed
when no new nominations are submitted, and
would encourage any shareholder who believes that
they have something to offer, to consider having a
go next time.
Another round of fishermen’s BBQs is underway
with the AGM in between. I hope as many of you as
possible can get along to one of them and be updated
on the latest news and put any questions you have to
management or directors.
All the best,

Last week GFC’s Marketing team was showcasing
your Brolos product at the world’s largest seafood
expo. The massive China Fisheries & Seafood Expo
in Qindao (pronounced “Ching-dow”) had 1,400
exhibitors from 50 countries. With three of our
dedicated Mandarin-speaking staff manning the
stand, we made quite an impact as we work towards
our goal of developing direct sales into mainland
China. Our stand always creates a buzz of excitement
amongst visitors, who are keen to do business with
the world’s largest rocklobster exporter.
Below: The enormous Qingdao International Expo
Centre, home to the 2016 China Fisheries and Seafood
Expo.

John Ritchie, Chairman
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2016 Annual General Meeting
Geraldton Fishermen’s Co-operative’s 67th Annual General Meeting will be held next Monday 14th November
at 2:30pm at the Geraldton Universities Centre.
This AGM we will finally
unveil the magnificently
restored GFC Heritage
Truck. Thanks to the skill
and patience of George
Bass, John Fitzhardinge, the
restoration team as well as
our many generous donors,
the Old Number 6 is in
pristine condition, so make
sure you check it out.
Just like last year we will
have a live video link GFC’s
Fremantle Office so that our
southern members can join
us from our Fremantle board
room. We encourage all GFC Above: GFC’s unrestored Heritage Truck, when it was discovered in 2010. See
members to come along and the fully restored truck unveiled at the AGM!
participate. See you there!

Geraldton Universities Centre
33 Onslow St, Geraldton
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GFC Welcomes New General Manager
Geraldton Fishermen’s Co-operative is pleased to announce the appointment of Leith Teakle in the position
of General Manager Member Services. Leith is a highly experienced Business Relationship Manager (BRM)
in regional, national and international roles having worked at CBH for 13 years where he also held logistics
and operational management roles. Leith replaces Lachlan Macdonald who left GFC in August after accepting
a new role with a leading international security contractor based in Singapore.
The position of GM Member Services oversees profit centres such as the Marine Store and Hardstand, as well
as the Marine Brokerage, coordinating quota trading.
About his new role with GFC,
Leith says “I have a genuine
passion for the co-operative
structure and in returning
value to the primary producer.
I’m excited to join the fishing
industry, with all its many
different moving parts. I am
really keen to learn, to meet all
of GFC’s stakeholders and to
build relationships both with
GFC and within the industry.”
Originally from Geraldton, Leith
is an accomplished Australian
Rules football player making the
rookie listed Collingwood squad
in 2002. Leith played 170 games
for East Fremantle, is currently
enjoying country football in
Geraldton. Leith is married with
a two-year-old son and a baby
due in January.
Some of you may have had
the opportunity to meet Leith
recently at our Kalbarri and
Dongara barbecues. Over the
coming months there will be
many more opportunities to say
hello, so please make him feel
welcome.
GFC is delighted to welcome
Leith to the Co-op and we wish
him the very best in his new role!
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GFC Member’s China Tour #2
Our first trip conducted back in August was always going to be a hard act to follow, but by all reports,
the second trip has exceeded expectations! After jetting off early on the morning of Saturday 29th October,
the lucky travellers visited the original seafood importing town of Yantian, attended a formal dinner with
Australian Consul General Dominic Trindade and other government representatives, viewed their own
lobsters being unpacked with a client in Shenzhen, visited GFC’s office and bonded warehouse in Guangzhou,
attended the China Fisheries & Seafood Expo, viewed two wet markets and a dry seafood market and… if
you want to know more, you’ll have to attend the third trip sometime next year!
The tour itinerary was jam-packed with activities that exposed the tour participants to GFC’s supply and
value chains, as well as the Co-op’s many developments in China that will increase returns to members. We
will have a full report from the trip in the next edition of The Catcher. No doubt, if you cross paths with any
of the—probably quite worn out—travellers over the coming weeks they will have many stories to tell about
the amazing things they have seen and learned.
Around half of the group arrived back in Australia on Sunday morning at 5:00am. The remaining travellers
said farewell to the main group at the end of the tour, went their separate ways and are currently travelling all
over China to visit the country’s tourist highlights: the Great Wall, Terracotta Warriors and Forbidden City.
The happy travellers were ably led by GFC chairman John Ritchie, and assisted by our Matt Harrison and
Joanne He. If you would like to see pictures from the tour, why not click here to check out our Facebook page.
Below (Clockwise from top left): Cindy & Terry Lissiman enjoy lunch at Yantian Harbour; Kim Miragliotta
gets a close-up look at a painted cray; Di Zimmermann & Angela Burges visit the Huangsha Wet Market in
Guangzhou; Anthony Dipane & Roy McVeigh made firm friends on tour.
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Marine Store

More member specials in-store!

This month we have 60 coils of
11mm PE UNI rope at a great price!!
$77.00 full retail price
$63.00+ after 10% loyalty rebate is applied.
Pick up from your Marine Store or we will have it delivered to your closest depot.

Greg Gundlach Marine Store Manager
t (08) 9965 9048
e marinestoresales@brolos.com.au

brolos.com.au
Ocean Street Geraldton Western Australia 6530
t +61 8 9965 9000 f +61 8 9965 9001 e brolos@brolos.com.au

For all enquiries and contributions for the Brolos Catcher,
contact: Matt Harrison, Stakeholder Communication &
Engagement Manager
P 9435 8935 M 0439 104 766 E matthewh@brolos.com.au

